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Editing



“Movies are life with the boring part cut out. “

Alfred Hitchcock



Technology doesn’t make your movie good. 
It just makes it easy

Easy Does It



“I’m fascinated by the process of assembling a film from 
elements. The director shoots, shoots, shoots, the actors act, 
act, act…but we see the story that the editor chooses to tell.”
Andy Ihnatko

Editing - Tell It Your Way



Macworld 2012



It’s a Process

• Picture

• Sound

• Effects

• Music

• Titles

• Storyline

• Mood

• Timing

• Sequence 

• Continuity

Editing



There’s an App for That

• iMovie & FCP X excellent for selecting best clips fast

iMovie ’11 ($79 or free)

Final Cut Pro X ($300)

http://www.apple.com/ilife/resources/

http://www.apple.com/finalcutpro/resources/

http://www.apple.com/ilife/resources/
http://www.apple.com/ilife/resources/
http://www.apple.com/finalcutpro/resources/
http://www.apple.com/finalcutpro/resources/


Final Cut Pro X Training ($40)
Steve Martin http://www.rippletraining.com/

Izzy Hayman http://www.izzyvideo.com/

Final Cut Pro X Training ($37/mo)
Abba Shapiro http://www.lynda.com/

Final Cut Pro X Training ($37)

http://www.creaceed.com/elasty/iphone/
http://www.creaceed.com/elasty/iphone/
http://www.izzyvideo.com
http://www.izzyvideo.com
http://www.lynda.com
http://www.lynda.com


Editing



• Get video off your camera ASAP!

• Preview your clips on location & when you get home

• Import compressed video (AVCHD, mp4)

Workflow



50%

Analytics - Audience Retention

Top Editing Tips

Target final length of 3-5 minutes, edited clips 2-4 sec



Top Editing Tips

Look for motion, emotion or memorable moments in each shot

Select & save the best portions of each clip

Combine trimmed clips into sequences

Use a mix of shots, match motion. Feel when it’s right
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x y z

Sequence & Mix
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Sequence & Mix



Editing - Process

• Start somewhere (anywhere) - build a sequence

• Then build another sequence (before or after)

• Find threads, reorder and bridge between sequences

• See the story - build whole storyline - any length

• Set style & mood - narrative, interview, music & FX 

• Make choices, tighten & trim to length



BoMo



Story Time - Process

• Music can make or break your show - use your taste 

• Music & length of shots set pace

• Play rough cut to music choices - select the best

• Trim clips, edit length to music - drop clips of lesser value



Another Place (a)



Another Place (b)



Editing - Music & Sound

• Sound FX - in iMovie or FCPX - more on line

• Popular music OK for private use

• Ask Permission from artist

• Build tracks with Garage Band

• Find royalty free or CC music on line 



Editing - Music & Sound

Creative Commons: 
By Attribution
There are no charges 
of any kind to use 
this license, but you 
must credit the 
author in the work.

Royalty-Free
There is a fee to 
use the music, but 
there are no 
royalties to pay for 
each use. Credit is 
not required.

Kevin MacLeod http://incompetech.com

http://incompetech.com
http://incompetech.com


Editing - Final Touches

• Transitions - cross dissolve*, others sparingly 

• Titles, supers & lower thirds - pick right fonts

• Change timing with change of clip speed 

• Add stills and movement in place of video



Video Frame Grabs

w

vu
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Multicam Editing
Kodak PlaySport Zx3 (C1)

Canon HF S100 (C5)Canon HF M400 (C6)

iPhone 4S & OWLE Bubo (C2)Sanyo Xacti VPC-PD2 (C4)

Sanyo Xacti VPC-HD2000A (C3)



Cirque du Mac 
Video Shoot

Camera 1 (p)

Camera 2 (i)

Camera 5

Camera 4 (p)
Camera 6

Camera 3

Ghost Cam



View from Camera 6

Camera 2

Camera 3

Camera 4



View from Camera 2

Camera 1



Camera 2Camera 1 Camera 3

Camera 4 Camera 5 Camera 6



Ghost Cam - Supplementary



Cirque du Mac 
Video Shoot

Camera 1 (p)

Camera 2 (i)

Camera 5

Camera 4 (p)
Camera 6

Camera 3

Ghost Cam



• Same Content Created Date

• Sound track on each clip

• Same frame rate

• (Same resolution)

• (Common sync pt -  timecode, audio or visual cue)

• (Continuous sequences)

• Import files - transcode to ProRes Proxy

Clip Properties







Angle Editor



Project Timeline

w vu

x y z



Cirque du Mac 2012




